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PRE-CONGRESS EVENTS PROGRAM

Congress Centre Partenope

SUNDAY, 31 AUGUST 2025

Room: Aula Magna Partenope

09:30-17:00 Sustainable Botanical Ingredient Production in a World
of Climate Change: Impact on Quality and the Long-Term
Viability of the Herbal Trade

09:30-09:50 Welcome note: Anna Rita Bilia (University of Florence, Italy) / Andrea
Zangara (Euromed, Spain)

09:50-10:10 Ann Armbrecht, Sustainable Herbs Initiative, USA
SB1 Framing the issues: quality and sustainability in sourcing medicinal
plants

10:10-10:30 Michael Heinrich, University College London, UK
SB2 A different look at sustainability - how does climate change impact
on medicinal plant use

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break

11:00-11:30 Tony Cunningham, Murdoch University, Australia
SB3 Medicinal plants in a complex world: how do we bridge the
“knowing, but not doing gap”?

11:30-11:50 Anastasiya Timoshina, UK
SB4 Multi-stakeholder engagement across supply chains for quality
and sustainability in wild-harvesting: A case-study involving Himalayan
resources

11:50-12:30 Chair: Ann Armbrecht, Sustainable Herbs Initiative, USA
Round table discussion — Future Research Needs and Priorities
What research is needed to demonstrate connections between
sustainability and quality
Anastasiya Timoshina, Gaia Scalabrino, Stefan Gafner, and Tony
Cunningham

12:30-13:30 Lunch break

13:30-14:00 Alain Cuerrier, University of Montreal, Canada
SB5 Impact of climate change on medicinal plants in the Canadian
boreal forests and Subarctic

14:00-14:20 Deepak Mundkinajeddu, Natural Remedies Private Limited India
SB6 Climate change and its impact on the quality and trade of Indian
medicinal plants: Case studies of Ashwagandha and Bacopa
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14:20-14:35

14:35-15:05
15:05-15:20

15:20-15:35

15:35-15:50

15:50-17:00

Stefan Gafner, American Botanical Council, USA
SB7 Exploring the connection between climate change, sustainable
practices, and adulteration of botanical ingredients.

Break

Anna Mula, Euromed, Spain
SB8 Ensuring authentic and sustainable botanical ingredients in a
challenging market and changing climate

Gaia Scalabrino, Trinity College Dublin, Ireland
SB9 Shaping the future: Integrating sustainability and policy in research
and innovation

Paolo Goi, Davines, ltaly
SB10 Regenerative agriculture: Influence on soil ecosystems and plant
phytochemical composition

Chair: Anna Rita Bilia, University of Florence, Italy

Round table discussion — Education Needs and Priorities

Develop a strategic plan to better educate academics to alert academic
community about importance of conservation/sustainability

Michael Heinrich, Tony Cunningham, Alain Cuerrier, and Funda Nuray
Yalgin
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SUNDAY, 31 AUGUST 2025
Room: Aula A Partenope

09:00-14:45 Early Career Research Workshop (ECRW)

Chair: Dr. Emerson Ferreira Queiroz (University of Geneva,
Switzerland)

Co-chairs: Dr. Antigoni Cheilari (National and Kapodistrian University
of Athens, Greece), Dr. Luis Carlos Klein Junior (University of Vale do
ltajai, Brazil), Prof. Krystyna Skalicka-Wozniak (Medical University of
Lublin, Poland)

09:00-09:05 Welcome Note

09:05-09:45 Impulse Lecture: Jurg Gertsch, University of Bern, Switzerland
IL1 Curiosity, passion, and the journey to a career in pharmacognosy

09:45-10:00 Short lecture 1: Efstathia Karachaliou, University Bourgogne Europe,
France
EC1 In vitro anti-inflammatory potential of hydrosols and essential oils
from fresh female cones of five Juniperus spp. collected in Greece

10:00-10:15 Short lecture 2: Chiara Hensen, University of Minster, Germany
EC2 Rationalizing the dosage of phytopharmaceuticals for children by
extrapolating adult pharmacokinetic data using PBPK modeling: St.
John’s Wort as example

10:15-10:30 Short lecture 3: Justus Mukawi, University of Minster, Germany
EC3 Antiprotozoal aminosteroid alkaloids from Holarrhena pubescens
Wall. ex G. Don

10:30-10:45 Coffee Break

10:45-11:00 Short lecture 4: Eunsu Song, Myongji University, South Korea
EC4 In vivo and in silico analysis of Xanthii fructus against atopic
dermatitis

11:00-11:15 Short lecture 5: Elisabeth Habersatter, German Sport University,
Germany
ECS5 Cimicifuga racemosa extract Ze 450 counteracts high-fat diet-
induced fat gain and metabolic dysregulation in female rats

11:15-11:30 Short lecture 6: Gugulethu Khumalo, Queen Mary University of
London, UK
EC6 The immunomodulatory effects of an indigenous South African
medicinal plant “Warburgia salutaris (G. Bertol.) Chiov” used
traditionally as an analgesic remedy
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11:30-11:45

11:45-12:00

12:00-13:15

Short lecture 7: Aikaterini Basdeki, National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens, Greece

EC7 Integration of metabolomics in pharmacokinetic studies: the
example of Cistus creticus

Short lecture 8: Zelna Booth, University of the Witwatersrand, South
Africa

EC8 South African traditional medicinal plants and their synergistic
interactions with azithromycin

Lunch break

13:15-13:30

13:30-13:45

13:45-14:00

14:00-14:15

14:15-14:30
14:30-14:45

Short lecture 9: Joanna Achkhanian, University of Geneva,
Switzerland

EC9 QUALOME: A workflow integrating genotyped reference
materials and advanced metabolomics as a new benchmark for quality
assessment of herbal medicinal products

Short lecture 10: Alexandro Roggio, Ludwig-Maximilians University
Munich, Germany

EC10 /dentification of kellerin as a bioactive principle of Ferula assa-
foetida with potential anti-angiogenic and anti-inflammatory effects

Short lecture 11: Ernesto Gargiulo, University of Naples “Federico II”,
Italy

EC11 Integrating untargeted metabolomics with biochemometrics to
uncover antibacterial naphthyl derivatives in Guiera senegalensis leaves

Short lecture 12: Marion Chambon, University of French Polynesia,
France

EC12 Chemical profiling of complex mixtures from Polynesian plants
for mapping wound-healing properties

Break (with internal jury discussion)

Awards, Wrap-up & Discussion
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15:00-18:00

15:00-15:30

15:30-15:45

15:45-16:00

16:00-16:15

16:15-16:20

16:20-16:25

16:25-16:30

16:30-16:35

SUNDAY, 31 AUGUST 2025
Room Aula A Partenope

African Research Network (ARN)

Chairs: Dr. Cica Vissiennon (Leipzig University, Germany), Prof. Maria
Halabalaki (National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece),
Prof. David Katerere (Tshwane University of Technology, South Africa)

Impulse lecture: Denzil Phillips, University of Johannesburg, South Africa
IL2 Industrialization and commercialization of herbal medicines in Africa

Short lecture 1: Nqobile Masondo, Agriculture Research Council,
Pretoria, South Africa

AR1 Metabolite changes in Sutherlandia frutescens (L.) in response to
nutrient stress and cytokinin oxidase/dehydrogenase inhibitor application

Short lecture 2: Appolinaire Kene Dongmo, University of Dschang,
Kamerun

AR2 Molecular networking-guided isolation of compounds from Keetia
venosa (Oliv.) Hiern leaves and their antibacterial activities

Short lecture 3: Oladunni Mary Ayodele, Durban University of
Technology, South Africa

Cheminformatics identification of phenolics as modulators of penicillin
binding protein (PBP) 5 of Enterococcus faecium towards interventive
antibacterial therapy

Flash lecture 1: Mohammed Aminu (virtual), Ahmadu Bello University,
Nigeria

ARS3 Hypoglycemic effect of Hydrocotyle bonariensis Comm. Ex Lam.
leaf extract in an experimental type 2 diabetes rat model

Flash lecture 2: Maxleene Sandasi (virtual), Tshwane University of
Technology, South Africa

AR4 A multidisciplinary approach to pharmacognosy: case studies of
indigenous South African medicinal plants

Flash lecture 3: Sarobirdy Jeanne Colette Rakotonjatovo (virtual),
Institute Halieutiques et des Sciences Marines, Toliara, Madagascar
ARS Lipid characteristics of sea urchin gonads, in the bay of Toliara
(Madagascar) for their potential use in cosmetics

Flash lecture 4: Amina Ressmi (virtual), University Sultan Moulay
Slimane, Morocco

ARG Traditional healing in the desert: Camel urine therapies among
communities in southern regions of Morocco
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16:35-16:40

16:40-16:55

16:55-17:10

17:10-17:25

17:25-17:40

Flash lecture 5: Charnele Vanessa Tsafack (virtual), University of
Dschang, Kamerun

AR7 LC- MS/MS approach guided isolation and characterisation of
anthraquinone and xanthones from plant extracts of Bersama abyssinica

Short lecture 4: Godwin Anywar, Makerere University, Uganda
ARS8 Traditional medicine in transition in Uganda: Past, present and
future

Short lecture 5: Lyndy McGaw, University of Pretoria, South Africa
ARO9 Fish disease pathogens: antibacterial, anti-biofilm and anti-
quorum sensing activities of selected medicinal plant extracts

Short lecture 6: Saheed Sabiu, Durban University of Technology,
South Africa

AR10 Metabolomic landscape of Helianthus annuus hybrid seeds feeds
the cheminformatic discovery of K. pneumoniae MrkH quorum sensing
inhibitors

Short lecture 7: Jerry L. Shai, Tshwane University of Technology,
South Africa

AR11 |nvestigating the cytotoxic, anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, and
phytochemical properties of selected medicinal plants with potential
anticancer activity in South Africa

17:40-17:55 Panel Discussion: “Herbal medicines — Made in Africa”
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SUNDAY, 31 AUGUST 2025

Room Mirabilis

13:30-17:30 Plant for Health Event
Real-world data to document the use of herbal medicinal
products in children: an update

13:30-13:45  Prof. Rudolf Bauer PfH, GA, University of Graz, Austria
Welcome and Introduction

13:45-14:05 Dr. Nico Symma, Pharma Deutschland, Germany
Current status of discussion after the Krakow Workshop 2024

14:05-14:45  Dr. Christian Jacke, WIP, Germany
Real world evidence of herbal medicinal products — how far could we
go?

14:45-15:00 Coffee Break

15:00-15:30  Prof. Christian Apfelbacher, Institut flir Sozialmedizin und
Gesundheitssystemforschung, Germany
Real-world data to document the use of herbal medicinal products in
children: an update

15:30-16:00  Dr. Fernando Urrutia-Gonzalez, Dr. Willmar-Schwabe Group, Germany
Modern methods for established medicines: Regulatory-grade RWE for
phytomedicines using causal inference

16:00-16:20  Dr. Olaf Kelber, Bayer Consumer Health, Germany
Options to generate data by extrapolation

16:20-17:00  Open Discussion

17:00-17:30  Prof. Rudolf Bauer PfH, GA, University of Graz, Austria
Summary and outlook: The way forward

19:30-21:30 Social Event
Get-together event at Royal Continental
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